ROCKTON SCHOOL DISTRICT 140
Board of Education Meeting
April 23, 2025

1. Call to Order
President Lueshen called this meeling to order at 6:00pm.

2. Roll Call
Kelsey Lueshen, Carson Breed, Trish Burgan, Derek Erwin, Brendan Caver, Charlie
Hart, David Lombardo
Others Present: Glenn Terry, Tara Kochheiser, Lindsey Tackeberry-RTA, Kindyl Elnyre,
Erin Hauser, Megan Forsythe, Abby Czaja, Dan Phelps, Betsy Atkins and Murray.

3. Pledge of Allegiance

4. Additions/Corrections to Agenda
o Delete #7 Execulive Session

e Delete RSD Financial approvals under the consent items.

5. Comments from the Community

None
6. Correspondence

e Thank you card from Megan Forsythe for the flowers given in honor of her

Golden Apple award.
1 In school suspension at RGS
2 In school suspensions at WPES
6 In school suspensions al SMMS
11 Out of school suspensions at SMMS

8. Consent ltems

Items recommended for the consent agenda are:
° Fmarmlals Appmua1 of RSD #14(1 Apnl 2()25 |]I||5 53?? DZS {]D —Pcpﬁrem{—ef

Appmva1 of March 5, 2025 C.O. W Minules

Approval of March 14, 2025 Special Purpose Minutes

Approval of March 19, 2025 BOE Minules

Approval of April 9, 2025 C.O.W. Minutes

Approval of Cansolidated District Plan

Approval of WCSEC Cooperative March 2025 Bills, Employment & Personnel
Report



e Approval of WCSEC Cooperalive March 2025 Financial Reporls

Carson Breed molioned to approve the above referenced cansent items,
seconded by Derek Erwin.

Roll Call: Kelsey Lueshen, Carson Breed, Trish Burgan, Derek Erwin, Brendan
Caver, Charlie Hart, David Lombardo

Motion Passed.

9. Approval of April Personnel
Certified New Hire
Jessica Polnow, 2nd Grade Teacher, RGS, Effective 25-26 SY
Samantha Hawkinson, 2nd Grade Teacher, RGS, Effective 25-26 5Y
Caillin Brock, Social Worker, Districl, Effective 25-26 SY
Aliki Siao, School Psychologist, District, Effective 25-26 SY
Certified Transfers
Stephanie Bennington, 7th Grade Math/Reading to Math/Reading Intervenlionist, SMMS,
Effective 25-26 SY
Kaitlyn Amenda (Feehan), PreK Teacher lo Kindergarten, RGS, Effeclive 25-26 SY
Certified Resignation
Kevin Finnegan, Assistant Superintendenl, Resignalion, Effective 6/30/2025
Stipend Changes
Ryan Daniels, Assistant Track Coach, SMMS, Effective 2024-2025
Luke McMillan, Assistant Track Coach, SMMS, Effective 2024-2025
Non-Certified New Hire
Erica Lapointe, 2nd Shift Custodian, SMMS, Effective 4/14/2025
Amber Samorian, Food Service, SMMS, Effeclive 25-26 SY
Anita Stiffler, Paraprofessional, WPES, Effeclive 25-26 SY
Non-Certified Resignations/Retirement
Tim Costa, 2nd Shift Custodian, Resignation, SMMS, Effective 4/4/2025
Matalie Neal, 1:1 Para, Resignation, SMMS, Effective 5/16/2025
Jennifer Derr, Classrcom Para, Resignation, WPES, Effective 6/2/2025
Katy Ramsey, Food Service, Retirement, SMMS, Effective 6/2/2025
Hilda Cardenas, Food Service, Resignation, RGS, Effective 6/2/2025
Leave Request
Rachel Wilkinson, 1st Grade Teacher, RGS, FML - Maternity, Effective 8/18/2025
Katie Kuhn, 3rd Grade Teacher, WPES, FML - Maternily, Effective 9/8/2025
Katie Kuhn, 3rd Grade Teacher, WPES, Unpaid Extended Child Rearing, 12/8-12/19/25
Jessica Harper, Reading Teacher, SMMS, FML - Maternily, Effective 8/23/2025
Summer School Teachers
Faith Hamann, Kindergarten Teacher, 2025
MNicole Gorsline, 1st Grade, 2025
Amy Selover, 2nd Grade, 2025




Summer School Paraprofessionals
Serena LaPonsie, 2025

Lani Rostamo, 2025

Julie Ennett, 2025

Carson Breed motioned to approve 4 Cerlified New Hires, 2 Cerlified Transfer, 1 Cerlified
Resignation, 2 Stipend Changes, 3 Non-Certified New Hire, 5 Non-Certified
Resignations/Retirement, 4 Leave Requests, 3 Summer School Teachers, 3 Summer
School Paraprofessionals, seconded by Trish Burgan.

Roll Call: Charlie Hart, David Lombardo, Carson Breed, Kelsey Lueshen, Trish Burgan,
Derek Erwin, Brendan Caver

Motion Passed.
10. Approval of Hourly, District Office and Administrator Salary Increases

Carson Breed motioned lo approve the hourly, District Office and adminislrator salary
increases as discussed in closed session, seconded by Trish Burgan.

Roll Call: Kelsey Lueshen, Trish Burgan, Derek Erwin, Brendan Caver, Charlie Hart,
David Lombardo, Carson Breed

Molion Passed.

11. Approval of Closed Session Minutes

o November 20, 2024 COW Minutes
December 18, 2024 BOE Minutes
January 8, 2025 COW Minutes
January 22, 2025 BOE Minutes
February 19, 2025 BOE Minutes
March 5, 2025 COW Minules
March 14, 2025 Special Purpose Minutes
March 19, 2025 BOE Minutes
April 8, 2025 COW Minutes

Charlie Hart motioned to approve the above referenced closed session minutes and
recommended lo open the January 8, 2025 C.O.W. closed session minules, and to keep the
remaining minutes closed, seconded by Trish Burgan. All in favor 7 ayes.

12. Approval of 10-yr Life Safety Survey Quote
Brendan Caver motioned to approve Wold's 10-yr Life Safety Quote in the amount of
$13,650.00, seconded by Trish Burgan.




Roll Call: Charlie Hart, David Lombardo, Carson Breed, Kelsey Lueshen, Trish Burgan,
Derek Envin, Brendan Caver

Motion Passed.
13. Approval of RGS Flooring Quote for $20,355.00

Derek Erwin motioned to approve Benchmark Flooring's Quote in the amount of
$20,355.00, seconded by Carson Breed.

Roll Call: Kelsey Lueshen, Trish Burgan, Derek Enwin, Brendan Caver, Charlie Hart,
David Lombardo, Carson Breed

Motion Passed.

14. Approval of WPES Flooring Quote for $23,550.00

Brendan Caver motioned to approve Benchmark Flooring's Quote in the amount of
$23,550.00, seconded by Carson Breed.

Roll Call: Kelsey Lueshen, Carson Breed, Trish Burgan, Derek Erwin, Brendan Caver,
Charlie Hart, David Lombardo

Molion Passed.
15. Approval of SMMS Flooring Quote for $26,525.00

Brendan Caver motioned to approve Benchmark Flooring's Quote in the amount of
$26,525.00, seconded by Derek Erwin.

Roll Call: Carson Breed, David Lombardo, Charlie Harl, Brendan Caver, Derek Erwin,
Trish Burgan, Kelsey Lueshen

Motion Passed.

16. Approval of 3-yr contract with CLEAR for $28,728.00

Carson Breed molioned lo approve a 3 year contract with CLEAR in the amount of
$28,728.00, seconded by Derek Erwin.

Roll Call: Charlie Hart, David Lombardo, Carson Breed, Kelsey Lueshen, Trish Burgan,
Derek Erwin, Brendan Caver

Motion Passed.



17.Approval of the Quote from CDW for Chromebooks in the amount of $46,984.00
Charlie Hart motioned lo approve lhe Chromebook Quote from CDW in the amount of
$46,984.00, seconded by Carson Breed.

Roll Call: Kelsey Lueshen, Trish Burgan, Derek Erwin, Brendan Caver, Charlie Hart,
David Lombardo, Carson Breed

Motion Passed.

18.Approval of the Destruction of Closed Session Verbatim Recordings from March
2023 and Prior
Carson Breed molioned to approve the destruction of closed session verbatim records
from March 2023 and prior, seconded by Brendan Caver. All in favor 7 ayes. Motion
Passed.

19. Approval of Additional Social Work Position
Carson Breed molioned lo approve an additional social work posilion, seconded by
David Lombardo.

Roll Call: Kelsey Lueshen, Trish Burgan, Derek Erwin, Brendan Caver, Charlie Hart,
David Lombardo, Carson Breed

Molion Passed.

20.Member's Comments
Kelsey Lueshen and Glenn Terry thankeed Carson Breed for his years of service.

21.Adjournment

Carson Breed motioned to adjourn at 6:19 pm, seconded by David Lombardo.

22.Call to Order
President Lueshen called the meeting to order at 6:20pm.

23.Roll Call
Kelsey Lueshen, Trish Burgan, Derek Erwin, Brendan Caver, David Lombardo, Charlie
Hart

24.Review Election Results
Kelsey Lueshen read the eleclion results as received from the Winnebago County
Clerk's office. Congratulations to the following elected board members:
e David Lombardo-1,178 voles
e Brendan Caver-1,077 voles
o Derek Erwin-1,053 votes




e Abigail Czaja-1,092 voles

25. Administer Oath-New BOE Members
President Lueshen administered the oath of office to four elected BOE members from
the April 1, 2025 election: David Lombardo, Brendan Caver, Derek Erwin, Abigail Czaja.

26.Board Organization and Election of Officers
President Lueshen asked for nominalions for president pro tem to carry out the eleclion
of officers to the Rockton School District Board of Education, the following were
nominated:

Resulls:
Kelsey Lueshen was elected president pro tem by a unanimous vote.

President pro tem Lueshen asked for nominations for the office of President. The
following were nominated:

Kelsey Lueshen
President pro tem Lueshen asked if there were any further nominations. "If there are
none, nominations for President are closed.” Discussion was held on lhe candidate.
President pro tem Lueshen called for a vote on the candidate by show of hands.
Resulls:

Kelsey Lueshen was elected President by a unanimous vote.

President Lueshen asked for nominations for the office of Vice President. The following
were nominaled:

David Lombardo

President Lueshen asked if there were any further nominalions. “If there are none,
nominations for Vice President are closed.” Discussion was held on the candidate.
President Lueshen called for a vote on the candidate by show of hands.

Results:

David Lombardo was elected Vice President by a unanimous vote.

President Lueshen asked for nominations for the office of Secretary. The following were
nominated:



Trish Burgan

President Lueshen asked if there were any further nominations. “If there are none,
nominaltions for Secretary are closed.” Discussion was held on the candidate. President
Lueshen called for a vole on the candidale by show of hands.

Resulls:

Trish Burgan was elected Secretary by a unanimous vote.

27. Approval of 2025-2026 BOE and COW Meeting Dates

The BOE had a brief discussion regarding meeting dates for the 2025-2026 school year.
It was decided that the topic would be tabled until the May Commitlee of the Whole
meeating.

28.0ld Business

Brendan Caver stated that he wanted to make sure the district had a plan in place in the
event federal funding is pulled. Glenn Terry agreed with Mr. Caver and added that
currently the district is in a healthy financial position and in the event funding is pulled it
would not cause the dislricl to grind to a halt.

29.New Business

None

30.Superintendent’s Report

Mr. Terry advised the BOE thal the disltricl will be going oul to bid with the Hononegah
Mationsfor trash removal. Approval of the winning bid will be sought at a later date.

Mr. Terry also slated thal normally by this time of the year he would already be speaking
to the BOE about the budget for lhe upcoming school year, bul given the circumstances
surrounding his transition, the development of the budget has not progressed as it
typically wouldl. Mr. Terry slated thal he will start his budget talks in aboul 2 weeks.

31. Administrative Reports
RGS Administrative Report

1.

Etnyre - RGS Happenings:
a. School Bus Appreciation Day
b. 2nd/3rd Grade Rec Night or K Concert
¢. Rockford Art Museum: Althea Piper

2. Hauser - RGS Happenings:

a. Administrative Assistant’s Day



i.  Thank you, Lisa Rehfeldt and Cheryl Daubert, for keeping us afloat
everyday. We appreciate you both greatly.

b. Staff Self-Care: ABC Countdown

i. Thank you, SEL Committee!

c. Project Fair Shout Out
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1. Forsythe

i.  Thank you, Sally Burie and all of our students, for an amazing
project fair! Creativity was at its finest!
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a. A team of teachers, as well as Mrs. Nelson & I had the opportunity to visit

Kildeer last week. Kildeer is known for their “Professional Learning
Communities” or PLC’s, and we were able to bring back some new ideas
of ways in which WPES could improve collaboration practices. Thank you
for this opportunity and to all our teachers for their dedication to growth
and improvement!

Last Tuesday’s Whitman Post Choir & 4th Grade Concert was incredibly
entertaining from talented solos from choir members to an engaging
performance where our 4th grade students had to memorize a lot of lines.
Thank you to Ms. Ballard and Mr. Newman for preparing our kids for this
show!

We had a very successful Project Fair with 85 WPES Projects! Thank you
to all of our volunteer judges and Mrs. Clark for giving our kids an
opportunity to explore an interest and see a project through from their
idea to a finished product. And we're looking forward to the upcoming Art
Show on May 8 from 5:30-8:00 p.m. Our halls are filling up with impressive
designs that all took on some kind of pop and parody theme. Come check
it out and there may even be some staff dressed up in theme for this
show!

. And a shout out to our AWESOME office crew! Alison Booth and Emily

Sandall create such a positive and welcoming environment for our school.
Thank you for all you do!

SMMS Administrative Report
1. Bonne

e 7th/8th grade rec night. 105 students in attendance. Thank you PTO

Thank you Jenny & Tina! To say you are appreciated is a vast
understatement, You are both a wealth of knowledge and make sure
everything that circulates through the hub that we call an office is
handled with care.

2. Freemadn

we're thrilled to welcome Jill Howe to our team as a Student
Support/Behavior Interventionist! Jill brings valuable experience from
working with youth in juvenile detention and foster care. In this new role,
she will provide targeted support to students with behavioral and



attendance needs, building strong relationships with students and
families, setting goals, and monitoring progress.
32.Members' Comments
Kelsey Lueshen thanked the BOE members for their support and participation in the
district. David Lombardo reiterated this statement. Brendan Caver added that he had no
idea how much the President of the beard does and is very thankful for Mr. Lueshen’s
leadership.
33.Executive Session

e appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of
specific employees (5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1)

David Lombardo motioned to move inlo Execulive Session at 6:48pm, seconded by Trish
Burgan.

34. Adjournment
David Lombardo motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:07 pm, seconded by Trish
Burgan.
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